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The Emergency Services Show - Again
A week after the Annual Convention and AGM was
the Emergency Services Show which we attended
for the third year and which was again held at
Stoneleigh Park near Coventry.  We had the same
corner stand in more or less the centre of Hall 1 as
on previous years.
Hall 1 is where all the non-commercial exhibitors
are located, basically comprising Category 1 and 2
responders and the related voluntary services.
This year we had a 32” plasma TV rolling display of

about three minutes duration running continuously over the two days.
In the picture (top left) are two ‘viewers’ with
Cathy Clark G1GQJ (National Chairman) and
Dave Green M0HPV who stood down as ZC9 at
the end of December looking on.  Also manning
the stand were Don Kirkwood G3YQO who has
also just retired as ZC5 and Trevor Groves
G4KUJ Emergency Planning Team Leader.
On the right Dave has been cornered by a BBC
Radio Coventry and Warwickshire interviewer.
The lower left picture shows a distant view of
our stand taken from the Exhibitors Lounge at
mezzanine level.

A Simple Data Modes Interface - Jack McEwen, Bolton Group
During the testing of computer Datamode software, I
needed a second interface to connect between the
Computer and my Yaesu FT-857D.
After spotting the idea on an Internet Forum, I made up an
interface using a readily available Ground Loop Isolator,
commonly used in car and domestic audio systems to
prevent ground loop interference.
A Ground Loop Isolator is simply a pair of 1 to 1 ratio audio
transformers in a case, with connecting leads attached.

I had only to make up a couple of cables, with plugs for the 6
pin data port on the FT-857, and Headphone out/
Microphone in, on the computer.
Some information on the pin connection for various radios
can be found here :- http://homepage.ntlworld.com/
rossjwilkinson/g6gvi/digimodes/connections.html.
Some information on the pin connections for various radios
can be found here :-
http://homepage.ntlworld.com/rossjwilkinson/g6gvi/digimo
des/connections.html. The finished product

If it is necessary to use the microphone socket of the
transmitter, you may need to place a resistor in the cable,
to reduce the audio level fed to the microphone input, but
with the Data input on the FT-857, this was not needed.
Audio levels can be set using the computer mixer and the
Digi Gain level control in the FT-857 menu item 037.  The
VOX level is set using menu item 040.

It is important to note that there is no PTT control on this
interface as it was designed for  VOX to be used on the
transmitter.  For radios without VOX it will be necessary to
add a suitable PTT
control circuit .  Such
a circuit may be found
at
http://homepage.ntlw
orld.com/
rossjwilkinson/g6gvi/d
igimodes/interface.h
tml

The Ground Loop
Isolator is available
from various Internet
suppliers for around
£4.00.


